12 dovemoer 1953

FAORANDUN UF CUNVERSATIUH

SUBJECL: sieetdng at the State_Department 5 :ovember 1953, attended
bz and_ ot SE and dessrs. Leverich and
nagel of State _

1. On S'ZJovemberLr o J Ne/SE) a\nd{___~
(52/CPP) called on MesSrs. Leverich and fecknagel at the Depariment oi
State to discuss certain matters relating o Albania.

2. L “\provided a detailed summation of the recent
OBOPUS/VALUABLE me‘étings in London (21-23 October), after which
Hr. lLeverich expressed interest in whether the pritish were, in fact,
sapportiné, ihe Prizren Lea&;ue as alleged on occasion by Italian and
other sources, \explained that, because oi the uelicac.; or
our liaison with the Yug®slav 1.S. and our reluctance %o embark upon
a discussion of Yugoslav matters with the British, this question had
been treated cautiously; however, the 3ritish view of the Yugoslav
position with respect to aAlbania in general and the Prizren Leazue in
particular coincided with the view enunciated by the Americans. The
British stated that although they had hoped at the time oi Tito's visit
to London that the Yugoslavs would take a more reasonable attitude
toward the Albaniar§ nothing had occurred in the past six months to
substantiate that hope. The British agreed wholeheartedly that the
present is no time to encourage any contact between the NCFA and the
Prizren Lsague.

3. ir. Leverich was interested in the specifics of our proposal
_to the Brltlsh regardinz the broadening of the Committee and, following
‘ ‘explanation, made reference to his conversation with Signor Sensi,
me; hecm‘éax'y of the Italian Embassy, concerming the Italian Foreign Uffice
query regarding reduction of State Department (sic) subsidy to the NCFA
(a copy of Mr, Leverich's Memorandum of Conversation with Signor Sensi is
attached). r. Leverich was advised that inasmuch as we had no present
evidence of Italian subsidies to the HCFA Signor Sensits query wmight
reasonably be regarded as an Italian effort to (a) ascertain the extent
of current U.S, J.nt.eres’c in the Committee, or (b) wo enjoy the benefits
of a collaborative U,S.-ltalian effort in sponsoring the Committee.
dr. Leverich ofiered to obtain from&r_ {3ritish Enbassy,
170) a copy of the Italian note to The British Governmeni Which requested
information concerning a meeting on Albapnia believ.g‘d by the Italians to
have been held in London, passing on Lo L\ n turn information on
Signor Sensi's approach, ‘ —
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“se Leverich felt iu would be invpportune Lo indieate that the ..&%, Jovernsent
would not welcoms any financial su gsur% 28 the oA ab uwhis haands ol the

Tvalian Govermment, [r, loverich did, howeve Yy "(p*“'asa his willimgness o
sound out Clpnor Sensl ruriber on che aller ced lialian subsidies to the ia
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Se sather ghan inform the lvalian and sresik Leyvices uhiroush
clandestine service or diplomutic chaanels o our Sntentisns vis~amvis
he L0ka, declsion was ade o advise London thab ior s staniial reagons
w8 wWaire pmtentw opposed b providing ihe Greek and Jsallan jovermnmenis
with such advice on a govermmant or service leveu, and urhclb we deened
preferable for vhem v lsarn oi this developient throw i ovhelr own channe .
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